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gorgeous display was common, and ostentatious
rivalry existed between the princes. Probably this
love of exterior pomp is explained by their neighbour-
hood to the East. The Hanseatics astutely utilized
this Russian tendency, and spared no pains in bringing
to market wares calculated to dazzle and please these
grown children ; children in this respect alone how-
ever, that they could be fascinated by finery and
show. In other matters the Russians behaved like
adults, and they kept a constant watch upon the
Hanseatics, never neglecting any opportunities of
annoying them or hindering their trade. Thus, if
the League accused the Russians of want of good
faith in commercial dealings, they returned the com-
pliment, and complaints of linen goods as being too
narrow, too coarse, or not according to sample, were
frequent.' Often these were justified, as often not
But on several occasions the Russians arrested
Hanseatics, put them in irons, even on one occasion
hanged a Hanseatic merchant from the door of the
League's own factory. The Hanseatics met such
insults by threatening to leave Novgorod ; indeed,
carried out this threat several times, but love of
gain on the one hand, hunger after luxuries on the
other, appeased the troubled spirits, and peace was
re-established on the old footing. These treaties of
reconciliation were sealed by the Germans with a
key in a shield, the seal of St. Peter's Court. The
Russians swore fidelity by kissing the crucifix*

But as such disturbances might always recur, and
in order that the damage should not prove too heavy
to members of the League, it was decreed by them in